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STUDENTS NOT CURRENTLY ENROLLED 
 

 The Gorham community of learners embraces the responsibility of providing a learning 
environment which maximizes the potential of each member.  Through the creation of 
challenging and individual programs for students, this community is committed to meeting the 
needs of all learners by ensuring attainment of established benchmarks of performance, ever 
mindful of the student's need to experience success. 
 
 A “dropout” as defined by Maine state law means any person who has withdrawn for any 
reason except death, or has been expelled from school before graduation or before completion of 
a program of studies and who is not enrolled in another educational institution or program. 
 
 In order to reduce the school dropout rate, the Superintendent shall establish a Dropout 
Prevention Committee to study the problem of dropouts, habitual truancy, and the need for 
alternative programs, kindergarten to grade 12.  The committee will meet at least annually, 
making recommendations for addressing the problem, and submit a plan of action to the School 
Committee in accordance with provisions in Maine law.  The Committee will consider the 
following when developing its plan:  reasons for why students drop out of school; maintenance 
of continuing contacts with recent dropouts in order to extend opportunities for alternate 
educational programs, counseling and referral; education of teachers and administrators about the 
dropout problem; use of human services programs to help dropouts; the district's policies on 
suspension, expulsion, and other disciplinary action; and the discriminatory practices and 
attitudes within the school system. 
 
 As required by law, the Dropout Prevention Committee shall be composed of the 
following members: 
 
    -a member of the School Committee selected by the School Committee 
 -a school administrator selected by the Superintendent 
 -a teacher and a school counselor selected by the teachers' organization 
 -a parent selected by the local parent group or by the School Committee if no such  
  group exists 
 -a school attendance coordinator from the system selected by the Superintendent 
 -a high school student selected by the Dropout Prevention Committee 
 -a student not currently enrolled selected by the Dropout Prevention Committee 
 -a community resident of the district selected by the Dropout Prevention Committee 
 
 In the event that students do withdraw from school, every effort will be made to make 
them aware of the process of readmission to school or alternatives in the community for 
continuing their education. 
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